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lL. The immediate air of the Austrian Conmrunist Farty is the calling of new 
strikes over the wage question. The mistakes of the strikes which wre 
held during the autum of 1948 are being studied in an effort to train 
Cormunist trade union personnel and to increase the infiltration of the 
unions. , 7 


Strike provedurs wia discussed in a Contral Committee meeting on 13 November. 
Yrana Honner, Ernst Fischer, and Friedl Fuernberg were assimed to di- 

reet the strike committee. Other members of this committee are Theodor | 
Maller, Josef Lauacher, Dr. Ludwig Soswinki, Gottlieb Fiala, and Otto 

Horn, The direction of the strike committee had previously »eon Monner's 
gole responsibility. The Austrian Gereral Feiedrich Franek, who recently 
returned from a PY camp in Russia, is to organize ‘the strategic operations 
of the Communist Party (strikes, disturbances, or vhatever arned action 
minht be feasible). General Franek, after raking some initial visita 

to the Central Committees, has discontinued overt contact with the Party. 
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25xX1 A64 On 14 and 25 November, Johann Koplenig, Honner, Fuernberg, and Baron Manfred 
Vauthner-Markhof mat at the Central Committee buliding. On 14 Novanber, 
Manthner-Markhof's car was parked for four hours in front of Genoral Franak's 
house. Comment: This lends credibility to several recent reports 
which 8 + Mauthnor-Markhof was ineratiating hinsslf with the Comu- 
rista by maans of gonerous financial contributions. ) 


he ‘no Central Committee is now drawing up a list for the purging of Party mom-= 
bars with nationalist tendencies. Wagenbuchner, Communist Landesieiter of 
25X1X6 Austria, is considered to be the leader of the nationalist opposition. 
eee The Comruntsts e112 this opposition an "illegal underground"; 
frist fischor is not considered to be implicate.) 
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Franz Honner will soon procsed to Moscow in an effort to speed the release 
of Austrian Bits, Tha recent unfavorable publicity which the rivalry betwoen 
Fiacher and Fuernberg has evoked will mke Fischer's intervention in Moscow 
inadvisable, 


SECRET/CONTROL = U.S. orrroraie 


Gusti Finally (sic) and Laurenz Genner are to represent the Austrian Commu~ 
nist Party at a Commrist conferance in Hungary. The date of the conforence 
ia as yet unknown. , 
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